FOCUS: Civility

The Insult That Destroyed Jerusalem...
“The host grabbed Bar Kamtza by his arm...
and threw him out.”
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T

he destruction of Jerusalem came about
He went and said to Caesar, “The Jews are about
through a Kamtza and a Bar Kamtza in this
to rebel against you.” Caesar: “How can one
way. A certain man, who had a friend named
prove such an accusation?” Bar Kamtza: “Send
Kamtza and an enemy named Bar Kamtza, once
them an offering [for their Temple] and see
arranged a banquet
whether they will
and said to his serbe willing to offer
vant, “Go and bring
it.” So Caesar sent
Kamtza.” But the
a fine calf with Bar
servant [mistakenly]
Kamtza. While on
went and brought
the way, Bar Kamtza
Bar Kamtza. When
inflicted a blemish
the host found his
on its upper lip, or,
enemy Bar Kamtza
some say, injured its
seated in his home,
eye, in a place where
he said, “You hate
we [Jews] count it a
me, so what are you
blemish but heathens
doing here? Pick
do not. The sages
yourself up and get
were inclined to
out!” Bar Kamtza:
offer it in order to
“Now that I am here, Destruction of the Jerusalem Temple by Nicholas Poussin
maintain peace with
let me stay, and I will
the government. But
pay you for whatever I eat and drink.” The host:
R. Zechariah ben Avkulas protested, “People will
“No!” Bar Kamtza: “Then let me give you half
say that blemished animals may be offered on the
the cost of your banquet.” “No, sir!” “I will pay
altar.” Then it was proposed to have Bar Kamtza
the full cost for your entire banquet.” “Under
assassinated, so that he would not continue to
no circumstances!” Then the host grabbed Bar
inform against them. Again R. Zechariah ben
Kamtza by his arm, pulled him up from his seat,
Avkulas demurred: “Is one who makes a blemish
and threw him out.
on consecrated animals to be put to death?”
R. Yohanan [remarked]: “The scrupulousness
The ousted Bar Kamtza said to himself: Since of R. Zechariah ben Avkulas, as well as his
the sages sitting there did not stop him, it would
forbearance, destroyed our [holy] house, burned
seem that what happened met with their approval. our Temple Hall, and caused us to be exiled from
So I will go to the king and inform against them.
our Land.”			

