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When
that shelter closed,
Dan and I
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The New
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FAVORITE ACT OF TIKKUN OLAM:
 fter Hurricane Katrina, I could no longer live my
A

sheltered life telling myself that homelessness
was a government problem to solve. If as a society we want to end homelessness, I realized, we
as individuals have to step up and do our part. So
I volunteered at a rudimentary shelter in the Ninth
Ward of New Orleans. Women and their children
were sleeping on the floor, had no hot water, and
were unable to keep or prepare food. To help 
them, I enlisted my husband Dan, Rabbi Robert 
and Lynn Loewy, and our congregation. People 
who were having trouble getting their own homes
and lives in order still lent a hand, buoyed by the
support they were receiving from Jews around
the country. Our temple’s Men of Reform Judaism
painted and repaired the house; other congregants helped secure beds, linens, kitchen appliances, and more. Our congregation raised funds,
including $33,000 from the Union for Reform
Judaism’s Hurricane Emergency Relief Fund.
reform judaism

BEST TEMPLE EXPERIENCE: When
our granddaughters Sadie and Kylie were five
and four, our Women of Reform Judaism chapter sponsored a Chanukah dinner at which every
table centerpiece basket was filled with items
that the Sisterhood was donating to the shelter.
My granddaughters helped me collect the baskets and then deliver the items to the shelter.
Every Chanukah since, Sadie and Kylie have gone
out together to purchase a present they hope to
receive and give it instead to a child in the shelter.

FAVORITE JEWISH HOLIDAY: 
Yom Kippur. We enjoy a delicious Erev Yom Kippur 
dinner with friends and family and then proceed
to synagogue to hear our rabbi chant the Kol
Nidre, followed by a hauntingly beautiful violin
solo performed by a congregant who is a member of the Louisiana Philharmonic. I can feel my
heart expand to include all the Jews who have
gone before me.
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