
The Top 50 Kosher Wines in the World
red wines score description when to drink price

1. Castel, Grand Vin Castel, 94 Dark garnet toward royal purple, full-bodied, with firm tannins integrating Now–2012 $55
Israel, 2003 nicely. Opens with blackcurrants, blackberries, and spices; those yield to purple 

plums and near-sweet cigar tobacco. Long finish with minty herbal notes.
2. Yatir, Ya’ar Yatir, 93 A blend of 85% Cabernet Sauvignon and 15% Merlot reflects 12 months in Best $35

Israel, 2003 oak with spicy and lightly dusty wood. Light herbal and white pepper traits 2008–2012
underlie rich blueberry, plum, and blackcurrant fruits. Long and elegant.

3. Carmel, Limited Edition, 93 A full-bodied blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Petit Verdot, Merlot, and Cabernet Now–2015 $40
Israel, 2003 Franc, with soft tannins and generous wood balanced nicely by fruits and 

acidity. Shows blackcurrants, blackberries, spices, and sweet cedar. A long, 
elegant finish.

4. Recanati, Special Reserve, 92 A deep, gently tannic blend of Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot with Cabernet Best $38
Israel, 2003 currants, cassis, and spicy herbal overtones, and a typical Merlot softness. 2008–2012

Good balance between wood, tannins, and fruits, and a long finish.
5. Dalton, Cabernet Sauvignon, 92 Deep cherry toward garnet, medium- to full-bodied, and unfiltered. Aged in Now–2010 $35

Meron, Single Vineyard, French oak for 8 months. Soft tannins and appealing red currant, raspberry, 
Israel, 2004 and citrus peel on a peppery and herbal background.

6. Castel, Petit Castel, 92 Medium- to full-bodied with soft tannins. This elegant red opens with a Now–2011 $34
Israel, 2004 chocolate and berry-rich nose, and is joined by cassis, black cherries, dark 

plums, and black pepper, all lingering on a long, round finish.
7. Yarden, Cabernet Sauvignon, 92 Dark garnet red, showing an appealing balance between ripe soft tannins, Now–2012 $25

Israel, 2003 spicy currant, anise, and cedar wood, all leading to a long and complex finish.
8. Carmel, Cabernet Sauvignon, 92 Luscious and elegant, deep garnet, full-bodied, and softly tannic. Nose and Now–2014 $26

Kayoumi, Single Vineyard, palate show blackcurrant, berry, and spicy wood as well as smoked meat, 
Israel, 2003 oriental spices, and tobacco.

9. Galil Mountain, Yiron, 92 This elegant blend of 60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 35% Merlot, and 5% Syrah Now–2010 $25
Israel, 2003 has firm but integrating tannins; judicious wood; and layers of spicy currant, 

anise, tar, and cedary oak, all blending on the long finish.
10. Capcanes, Peraj Ha’abib, 91 An oak-aged blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Carinena, Garnacha, and Now–2012 $45

Flor de Primavera, Tempranillo, with firm tannins, vanilla-rich oak, and blackcurrant and rasp-
Spain, 2003 berry fruits matched nicely by roasted coffee, licorice, and mint.

11. Hagafen, Pinot Noir, Reserve, 91 More tannic and full-bodied than earlier Pinot Noir releases from this winery. Now–2012 $29 
Fagan Creek Vineyard, Block Earthy blackberry and plum fruits yield to blueberries and finally to a near-
38, Napa Valley, CA, 2005 exotic mushroom note. Complex, concentrated, firm, and long.

12. Chateau Pontet-Canet, 91 Full-bodied, with firm tannins and spicy wood that hold back the fruits for Best $90
Pauillac, Bordeaux, France, now; but with good structure that will soon allow the berry and cherry to 2008–2014
2003 (Kosher Edition) come forward and be nicely matched by herbal and chocolate overlays.

13. Yarden, Pinot Noir, 91 Dark cherry toward garnet in color. Medium- to full-bodied, with soft tannins, Now–2012 $26
Israel, 2003 an undercurrent of spicy oak, a tempting array of blackberry, black cherry, 

and cassis fruits, and a long floral and light mineral-earthy finish.
14. Segal, Cabernet Sauvignon, 91 Aged in oak for 18 months, full-bodied, rich and ripe, with fine balance between Now–2010 $55

Unfiltered, Israel, 2002 generous tannins and smoky oak. On the nose and palate, currants, berries, 
plums, vanilla; on the long finish, light herbs, black pepper, and chocolate.

15. Segal, Merlot, Recasim, 91 Deep and dark, ripe and luxurious, with generous black cherry, blackberry, Now–2010 $30
Dovev, Israel, 2003 plum, mocha, and vanilla aromas and flavors. 

16. Ella Valley Vineyards, 91 Deep royal purple, full-bodied. Showing harmony and finesse with layers of Now–2011 $26
Cabernet Sauvignon, ripe currants, juicy cherries, and tempting oak shadings along with soft, well-
Vineyard’s Choice, Israel, 2003 balanced tannins that promise long cellaring.

17. Yatir, Cabernet Sauvignon- 90 An oak-aged blend of 56% Cabernet Sauvignon, 33% Merlot, and 11% Shiraz. Now–2011 $29
Merlot-Shiraz, Israel, 2003 Medium- to full-bodied. Shows ripe berry, cherry, and currant fruits with a 

hint of toasted oak and spicy vanilla notes. Long and caressing. 
18. Hagafen, Cabernet Sauvignon 90 Blended with 12% Cabernet Franc, aged in American and French oak for 19 Now–2009 $38

Napa Valley, CA, 2002 months, this dark garnet, intense, concentrated wine shows generous wood 
balanced comfortably by soft tannins and fruits. On the nose and palate, 
currant and black cherry fruits opening to reveal cedar, tobacco, and licorice.

19. Hagafen, Merlot, 90 Rich, round, and soft, with silky tannins melding nicely with spicy wood. Dark Now–2009 $26
Freethy-Monticello Vineyard, ruby toward garnet in color, medium-bodied, with generous black cherry, 
Napa Valley, CA, 2003 currant, and blackberry fruits set off nicely by hints of rosewater, chocolate, 

and red licorice.
20. Ella Valley Vineyards, 90 Full-bodied, ripe, and complex. Shows good balance between ripe cherry, Now–2010 $23

Cabernet Sauvignon, currant, and plums, with a dash of anise and oak. Developing nicely, with 
Israel, 2004 supple tannins and excellent balance overall.

Notes: A score of 90 or higher indicates a wine of “Exceptional Quality.” A score of 85–89 means “Very Good to Excellent and Highly
Recommended.” All ratings are the opinion of wine expert Daniel Rogov, author of the 2005, 2006, and 2007 Rogov’s Guide to Israeli
Wines. “Reserve” or “Special Reserve” are used by some wineries to refer to wines considered a step above their regular releases, or
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white and rose wines score description when to drink price

1. Castel, Chardonnay “C,” 92 Light golden in color, medium- to full-bodied, with generous but intentionally Now-2009 $33
Israel, 2004 subdued influences of the wood. Deeply aromatic with citrus, melon, pear, 

and tropical fruit aromas and flavors. A long finish.
2. Katzrin, Chardonnay, 92 Rich, ripe, concentrated, and complex, with layers of figs, tangerines, Now–2010 $25

Israel, 2003 summer fruits, and hazelnuts. Generous but not imposing oak makes for 
special elegance, as does a hint of butterscotch on the long finish.

3. Yarden, Viognier, 91 Round, ripe, and lightly floral, aged partly in oak, partly in stainless steel, with Now $18
Israel, 2004 classic litchi, apricot, and lime aromas and flavors set off nicely by hints 

of coconut, a gentle spiciness, and just the right amount of acidity to add 
liveliness and balance. Harmonious, long, and complex.

4. Yarden, Chardonnay, Odem 91 Rich and complex, full-bodied and creamy, with ripe apricot, citrus, and pear Now–2009 $17
Organic Vineyard, Israel, 2004 fruits backed up nicely by an appealing spicy note. Generous but not offensive oak.

5. Galil Mountain, 91 Delicious! Medium-bodied, pale greenish yellow, with a generous citrus nose. Now–2008 $15
Sauvignon Blanc, On the palate passion fruit, flinty minerals, and the hint of an English rose 
Israel, 2005 garden after a summer shower. Crisp, lively, and elegant.

6. Yatir, Sauvignon Blanc, 91 Aged in oak for 3 months, this light golden, medium-bodied crisp white Now-2008 $13 
Israel, 2005 shows fresh, concentrated, and vibrant aromas and flavors of passion fruit, 

green apples, hay, honeysuckle, and citrus peel. 
7. Hagafen, Chardonnay, 90 Golden straw in color and medium-bodied. Hints of mandarin oranges and Now–2008 $18

Oak Knoll District, green apples yield to passion fruit and spring flowers, all on a gently spicy 
Napa, CA, 2005 background. Crisp and clean.

8. Ella Valley Vineyards, 90 Light in color, aromatic, and delicious. Gentle hints of spicy wood and steely Now–2008 $19
Sauvignon Blanc, minerals underlie generous grapefruit, guava, and nectarine aromas and flavors, 
Israel, 2005 all lingering nicely to a long and lively green-apple and lightly grassy finish.

9. Galil Mountain, Rose, 90 A blend of Sangiovese, Cabernet Sauvignon, and Syrah. On the nose and palate, Now $15
Israel, 2005 strawberries, wild berries, and spices, with a hint of mint on the finish. Medium-

bodied and crisp. Will stand up beautifully to seafood or grilled fish dishes. 
Perhaps the best rose ever from Israel.

10. Hagafen, Sauvignon Blanc, 89 Crisp and fresh, with hints of celery in grapefruit, lime, and tropical fruits, Now $18
Potter Valley, Napa, CA, 2005 opening on the finish to a generous hint of fresh summer fruit.

11. Carmel, Sauvignon Blanc, 89 Developed partly in 2-year-old French oak and partly in stainless steel tanks, Now $20
Single Vineyard, this crisp, lively, well-focused white offers up generous pear, orange, grapefruit, 
Ramat Arad, Israel, 2005 spice, and herbal aromas and flavors that continue to a nicely balanced finish.

12. Dalton, Sauvignon Blanc, 89 Medium-bodied, un-oaked, with aromas and flavors of grapefruit peel, green Now $15
Reserve, Israel, 2005 apples, and hints of grassiness together make a vigorous, fresh, lively, and just 

complex enough wine.
13. Carmel, Chardonnay, 89 Gentle pressing and cold fermentation, aged partly in new and partly 1-year-old Now–2008 $13

Single Vineyard, Kayoumi, 300-liter French barrels. Elegant, focused, crisp, and fresh. On the nose and 
Upper Galilee, Israel, 2005 palate, rich apple, pear, fig, and light toasty notes blend together very nicely.

14. Tishbi Special Reserve, 88 Medium- to full-bodied, appealing golden color, with a generous but not over- Now–2008 $14
Chardonnay, Israel, 2005 powering oak highlighting creamy aromas and flavors of pears, peaches, and vanilla.

15. Tabor, Rose, Adama, 88 Made from Cabernet Franc, with 14% alcohol, this crisply dry rose has a deep  Now $12
Charsit, Israel, 2005 pink color, medium body, and appealing currant, red berry, and rose petal 

with a hint of earth on the finish.
16. Dalton, Chardonnay, 88 Developed in new oak barrels for 6–8 months, thus showing generous spicy Now–2008 $18

Reserve, Israel, 2005 oak at this time. Give this wine time to settle down and the oak will integrate 
nicely with the citrus, summer fruits, and green apple fruits, yeasty white bread, 
and, on the moderately long finish, the nice hint of tropical fruits.

17. Recanati, Chardonnay, 88 Made from grapes harvested in the Upper Galilee, light golden straw in color, Now–2008 $14
Israel, 2005 medium-bodied, with crisp minerality and aromas and flavors of citrus, melon, 

and green apples. Reflects its 9 months in oak with light spicy overtones. Lively 
and refreshing.

18. Hagafen, Sauvignon Blanc, 88 Light straw colored, medium-bodied, with crisp balancing acidity to keep the Now $17
Napa Valley, CA, 2005 wine lively. On the nose and palate, summer fruits, citrus, citrus peel, and a hint 

of freshly cut hay.
19. Beckett’s Flat, 87 A light golden straw, medium-bodied blend of 80% Semillon and 20% Sauvignon Now–2008 $10

Semillon-Sauvignon Blanc, Blanc featuring an appealing array of tropical fruits set on crisp acidity. A 
Western Australia, 2004 moderately long finish on which honeyed and anise flavors rise nicely.

20. Goose Bay, Sauvignon Blanc, 86 Medium-bodied, light straw in color with orange and green reflections. Citrus, Now $11
Marlborough, peach, and tropical fruits open nicely to reveal light grassy and spicy wood 
New Zealand, 2005 overlays. Lively and generous.

their best releases of the year. The vintage year of a wine—the year the grapes were harvested—has a major impact on wine quality, as
weather conditions can affect the quality of the grapes (if it rains heavily during harvest time, for example, wines will often be diluted).
Wine pricing is based on an informal survey by the author.

10 top sparkling and dessert wines, next page â



sparkling wines score description when to drink price

1. Nicolas Feuillatte, Brut, 90 Rich, with tiny, concentrated bubbles and a long-lasting mousse. Citrus, Not $42
Champagne, n.v., France pear, and light yeasty aromas and flavors. This is excellent Champagne Relevant
(Kosher Edition) by any standard. 

2. Pommery, Champagne, n.v., 90 A blend of 55% Pinot Noir and 45% Chardonnay, this medium-bodied Champagne Not $55
France (Kosher Edition) is just yeasty enough and shows grapefruit, apple, floral, and spicy aromas. Relevant

3. Yarden, Blanc de Blancs, 90 Just yeasty enough to enchant, with rich citrus, peach, and tropical fruits, along Now–2009 $20
Israel, 1999 with a hint of mineral crispness. Sharp bubbles, a long mousse, and a lovely finish. 

4. Yarden, Brut, Israel, n.v. 89 Made in the traditional Champenoise method from a blend of Chardonnay and Not $18
Pinot Noir grapes, this wine shows good balance, an abundance of citrus and Relevant
white peach fruits, and nutty flavors.

5. Golan, Moscato, 87 Made from Muscat Canelli grapes. Remarkably floral on the nose. Shows green Now $10
Israel, 2006 apples, ripe white peaches, tropical fruits, and a hint of grapefruit, all with a 

nice fizziness.

dessert wines score description when to drink price

1. Chateau Guiraud, 95 Deep golden yellow, with a creamy texture and herbal sweetness. On the  Now–2020 $80
Sauternes, France, 2001 nose and palate, honeyed peaches, apples, and citrus, matched nicely by 
(Kosher Edition) generous spiciness.

2. Yarden, Noble Semillon, 92 Golden in color, concentrated and balanced. Shows dried apricots, orange Now–2018 $34
Botrytis, Israel, 2004 peel, toasty oak, and tropical fruits along with deep honeyed spices.

3. Langer, Tokaji, Aszu, 91 On the nose and palate, dried summer fruits, citrus peel, and oriental spices, all Now–2012 $55
5 Puttonyos, Hungary, 1998 matched by fine acidity to balance the generous sweetness. Long and elegant.

4. Carmel, Gewurtztraminer, 91 Medium- to full-bodied, with generous sweetness set off by balancing acidity. Now–2010 $26
Late Harvest, Single Vineyard, Generous litchis are complemented nicely by summer fruits and a hint of 
Kerem Sha’al, Israel, 2005 rosewater. Elegant.

5. Yarden, Heightswine, 90 Light- to medium-bodied with delicate honeyed apricot and peach aromas Now–2008 $23
Israel, 2003 and flavors, good balancing acidity, and an elegant finish.
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The Top 50 Kosher Wines in the World (continued)

red wines score description when to drink price

1. Galil Mountain, Cabernet 89 Medium- to full-bodied, with near-sweet tannins and plum and berry fruits, Now–2009 $13
Sauvignon, Israel, 2005 spices, and a tantalizing overlay of mushrooms.

2. Dalton, Shiraz, Reserve, 88 Medium- to full-bodied, with soft tannins and moderate smoky oak Now–2009 $12
Israel, 2004 highlighting aromas and flavors of plums, currants, and berries.

3. Baron Philippe, Mouton Cadet, 87 Garnet toward purple, medium- to full-bodied, with soft tannins integrating Now–2008 $11
Bordeaux, France, 2005 well. Light spicy wood highlights blackberry and currant fruits.

4. Binyamina, Cabernet 87 Aged in French oak barrels for 18 months. Dark ruby in color, full-bodied, Now–2009 $13
Sauvignon, Special Reserve, with moderate spicy oak comfortably balanced by currant and blackberry 
Israel, 2004 fruits, which lead to a long, filling finish.

5. Carmel, Merlot, Regional, 87 Aged in French oak, this generous wine shows plum and cassis fruit and Now–2008 $12
Upper Galilee, Israel, 2004 appealing hints of tobacco and eucalyptus on the finish.

6. Baron Herzog, Cabernet 86 Soft and round, this medium-bodied red shows an appealing array of ripe Now-2007 $13
Sauvignon, California, 2003 berry, cassis, and spices, all lingering nicely.

7. Baron Herzog, Syrah, 86 Soft and round, with appealing raspberry and currant fruits on a gently Now $13
California, 2004 spicy background.

8. Kolobarra Hills, Shiraz, 86 Medium-bodied, with soft tannins and appealing plum and berry fruits Now–2008 $12
W. Australia, 2004 backed up by hints of black pepper and vanilla.

9. Goose Bay, Pinot Noir, East 86 Light- to medium-bodied, with soft tannins and raspberry, strawberry, Now–2008 $12
Coast, New Zealand, 2005 and spicy aromas and flavors that linger nicely.

10. Tierra Salvaje, Carmenere, 85 Medium-bodied, with soft tannins and generous smoke and tobacco yielding Now $8
Maule Valley, Chile, 2003 to plum, blackberry, and spices.

11. Tierra Salvaje, Cabernet 85 Dark garnet in color, medium-bodied, with soft tannins and generous smoke Now–2008 $8
Sauvignon, Mendoza, and tobacco that yield nicely to the aromas and flavors of plums, blackberries, 
Argentina, 2006 and spices.

12. Teal Lake Cabernet Merlot, 85 Medium-bodied, with soft tannins and generous currant, berry, and earthy Now–2007 $11
South-Eastern Australia, 2004 herbal aromas and flavors. Not complex, but easy to drink.

Kosher Red Wine: 12 Best Buys

Notes: A score of 90 or higher indicates a wine of “Exceptional Quality.” A score of 85–89 indicates “Very Good to Excellent and Highly
Recommended.” All ratings are the opinion of wine expert Daniel Rogov. A non-vintage or n.v. wine is a blend of grapes harvested in several
different years. Drinking windows are never given for n.v. wines. Pricing is based on an informal survey by the author. 


